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Countdown to GameDay

Volume 110, No. 12

HG BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Rebel fans faithfully crowd the Grove during football season at Ole Miss, and ESPN’s College GameDay will be no exception. Thousands of fans packed the Grove on Saturday, Oct.
23, prior to Ole Miss’s game against LSU, above left. A truck carrying equipment for ESPN’s College GameDay parks on University Circle on Wednesday, above right. Three workers
place trash cans in the Grove on Friday, Oct. 8, bottom right.

DILLON CADER

thedmsports@gmail.com

The eyes of the college
football world will be focused
on Oxford this Saturday when
ESPN’s College GameDay
visits the Ole Miss campus for

the second time ever.
Every Saturday, ESPN’s
College GameDay travels to
what school they believe is
hosting the most significant
game that week. Each week,
millions of fans tune in,
making it one of the most
popular shows in sports.

The analysts on the
show, Rece Davis, Desmond
Howard, Lee Corso, Kirk
Herbstreit, David Pollack and
Chris Fallica, discuss the slate
of games to be played that day
and pick who they think will
win.
GameDay’s last trip to

Oxford made for one of the
most memorable days in the
history of Ole Miss football.
Finally
hosting
College
GameDay after years of
waiting, the team upset a topranked Alabama team to cap
off the historical day.
Fast-forward seven years

and Ole Miss fans have been
gifted the opportunity of
seeing the beloved show on
their home turf once again.
This weekend will be a
monumental one for Oxford,
and the town is sure to be as
crowded as ever.

SEE GAMEDAY PAGE 11
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SEE PREVIEW PAGE 11
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Dannis Jackson rushes for a touchdown against Liberty on Nov. 6.

Workers set up a tent in the Grove on Sept. 10.
From 3 a.m. wake up calls for setting up 2,600 trash cans in the Grove to
erecting 2,500 tents, painting the stadium end zones and compiling a stadium
DJ playlist, bringing game day to life at Ole Miss requires meticulous planning
and a staff of thousands.

The Texas A&M Aggies are coming to Oxford this weekend, and this massive
matchup cannot be understated. With an injury riddled roster, the Rebels look
to the next men up to make a statement. Matt Corral will look to get his team in
prime position to contend for the SEC West, and you won’t want to miss it.

Pike suspended until 2025
VIOLET JIRA

thedmnews@gmail.com

The Gamma Iota chapter
of Pi Kappa Alpha has
been
suspended,
effective
immediately, until May 1, 2025,
as a result of hazing violations.
The suspension was passed
down from the University Office
of Conflict Resolution and

Student Conduct in concert with
Pi Kappa Alpha International
Fraternity. It marks the newest
development in a year-long
saga that began with a hazing
incident in the fall of 2020.
The fraternity was previously
on interim suspension, resulting
from a hazing incident that took
place in October 2020. Bleach or
cleaning fluid was sprayed onto
blindfolded pledge members,

with one pledge leveling criminal
charges against James Bowes
Higgins, who was an active
member of Pi Kappa Alpha at
the time. During the incident,
the pledge alleges that cleaning
fluids were sprayed into his
mouth, causing him to suffer
severe burns to his esophagus.
Through
the
following

SEE PIKE PAGE 10
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Following hazing violations, Pi Kappa Alpha was suspended.
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GAME DAY SETUP

Get up, it’s
game day

CAROLINE BEACH
BRITTANY KOHNE
ZACH SPOONER

thedmnews@gmail.com

The scene opens on a quiet
campus. It is the Friday before
the Arkansas homecoming
game and
the only light
stems from the faint street
lamps. A distant rumbling
echoes through the Circle as
the clock strikes 3:40 a.m. It’s
the university landscaping
morning crew.
A rotation of landscaping
workers begin work at 3 a.m.
and end at 2:30 p.m. These
hours are typically taken
by workers who want extra
overtime while workers on the
main shift will start at 6 a.m
and end at 2:30 p.m.
The
quiet
calm
of
morning does not last for
much longer. The slap of
wooden boards hitting the
ground rings through the
air, a precautionary measure
to prevent damage to the
asphalt from the game day
dumpsters. Flatbed stretch
trucks pull past the desired
drop location and are then put
into reverse as a worker lines
up the dumpster with the
wooden planks. The dumpster
is slowly lowered down at a
45-degree angle until it slides
into place.
Once
the
dumpsters
are securely placed on the
wooden planks, the rattling
of trash cans can be heard in
the distance. Stacked 20-by7, the trash cans are carefully
turned over, divided and
walked over to another truck.
There, workers intricately
place the trash cans in a spiral

formation, making sure not to
tip the cans over. The trucks
weave around the Circle,
making sure the entirety of
the area is covered in a sea of
red and blue trash cans.
“Typically we have three
tractors and on the tractors,
there are 20-foot trailers,”
Nathan
Lazinsky,
the
superintendent of landscape
services said. “There are
two guys on the back of
the trailers...we modified
those trailers so that there
is a catwalk where you serve
barrels, each one of the
trailers has about 300 cans.”
In total, 2,600 trash cans
were placed for the Arkansas
game.
After the Circle is filled
with trash cans, it is time
to transition to the Grove.
The golf carts transport the
remaining stacks of trash
cans and begin laying them
in the same spiral formation
between the freshly painted
lines from the day prior.
“When people see those
trash cans go out, they get
excited. You’d never think
that people get excited about
trash,” Lazinsky said.
At the end of game day
weekend, the landscaping
crew and some volunteer
groups — the Baptist Student
Union, Navy ROTC and
Luckyday Scholars for this
game — pick up the majority
of the trash in cans and on the
ground. Typically Saturday
night clean-up begins at
midnight. However, since
Arkansas is an 11 a.m. kickoff,
crews will begin at 7 p.m.
Sunday morning, Lafayette
High School softball and
basketball teams will help

Ole Miss
students,
alumni, faculty,
and staﬀ
get 10% oﬀ
every day!
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Grounds crew workers set up the famous Grove trash cans in the early morning hours of Friday, Oct. 8 before
Ole Miss’s game against Arkansas on Saturday, Oct. 9.
clean up trash in the South
Oxford
Campus
parking
garage and at Northwest
Community College.
“They’ll clean those parking
lots and come onto campus,”
Lazinsky said. “What they do
is they go around and pick up
loose trash on the perimeter
of campus, and the basketball
team washes out all the
barrels, so we use tractors on
Sunday morning to haul the
cans over to the east stadium
parking lot and wash them
off, and they will stack them
back on these custom-built
trailers.”
The trash cans are then
stored on the trailers, where
they will stay until the next
home game.
While football season is a
demanding time for the Ole
Miss landscaping crew, their
duties do not solely align with
the football schedule. Once
the final home game takes
place, the landscaping crew
then begins to germinate the
ground for the next season.

They start by punching holes
in the ground for oxygen and
water penetration.
“During
the
football
season, everybody is walking
on (the ground), and especially
when it rains, it packs the
soil down,” Lazinsky said, “It
squeezes all the air out and
makes it to where water and
everything will not go into it.”
The lack of water reaching
the soil is not a conducive
environment for trees or grass
roots to grow. After punching
holes in the ground, they
create a seedbed and pray for
warm weather so everything
will germinate by Christmas.
Their work for the season
is still not over. Once the
ground is germinated, trash
cans are washed and counted
to see how many should be
purchased for next season.
The trash cans are then
stored in two green sheds on
Manning Way. The crew will
then hold meetings to discuss
what can be improved.
After concluding work for

football season and taking
measures to fix the damage
done to the Grove — laying
down straw and rehabilitating
the ground — it is time for the
crew to begin beautifying the
campus.
Prior to the start of spring,
the landscaping crew plants
20,000 tulips and 10,000
daffodils. On average, the
crew plants around 50,000
seasonal colored plants each
year.
Lazinsky
and
the
landscaping
crew
pride
themselves on being one of
America’s most beautiful
campuses.
“We have a culture built
up where everybody is proud
of the way the campus looks,”
Lazinsky said. “We have a
weird outlook that a student
might come up with a cure
for cancer or be the next
president. In a crazy way,
the way we look at it, if we
recruited them here we have a
little part in that.”

West Jackson Wine & Spirits
2570 West Jackson Ave • 662.236.3400

38844

BOOK YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US!

Swaps
Date Parties
Parents Weekends
Weddings
...and More!
Please Drink Responsibly,
Must be 21 to Enter and Drink

Inquiries: email abby@lamaryard.com
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Sprint for the tents

BRITTANY KOHNE

thedmnews@gmail.com

The time is 6:55 p.m.
on Friday, the sun is slowly
setting behind the clouds
and people have surrounded
the perimeter of the Grove
and the Circle. Others are
loitering around the Union
Plaza, laughing and talking
to their friends holding tent
sacks. The next day is a
home football game, where
thousands of people will join
in communion to celebrate
the football season, a season
that was not present in the fall
of 2020.
As the clock struck 7
p.m. the hoards of people
surrounding the perimeters
take off in a dead sprint to
claim the plot of land that
they deemed worthy. Similar
to the Oklahoma Land Rush
in 1889, minus the pitchforks
and wagons. As soon as the
plot is claimed, the people
standing at union plaza
scurry to get their tents and
other belongings to the spot
and start setting up their
new Grove home for the next
day. TVs are slung around
shoulders,
string
lights
leaving a trail behind the
walker, even dogs on leashes
try to engage in the action of
Grove set up.
There are over 2,500 tents
set up on the Grove each
game day. On average, if
fans go through a tent set up
company, that starting rate is
around $200.
Once all the equipment
for the tents is brought to the
plot, workers or friends and
family start decorating their
new home.
The first order of business
starts with assembling the
tents. Once the tents are
built, tables are unfolded
and generators are set up.
The next steps are under the
discretion of the tent owner.
Jane Foster, the founder
of the Zebra Tent, is all but

familiar with the Grove
setup. You may have seen her
tent directly on the Walk of
Champions. It is sure hard to
miss with the bright pinks and
greens mixed with a vibrant
zebra print tent. The Zebra
Tent has been at the Grove
for many years now, even
having its own feature story
in Southern Living. For the
Arkansas game specifically,
Foster and her team set up
the bones of the tent on that
Friday night, which took two
hours.
“My decorating team and
I come out here at five in the
morning. It takes two hours
just to set up the tables and
get all the stuff,” Foster said.
“Then we come back usually
around 9:30 and it takes an
hour and a half to set the food
out.”
The Zebra Tent has their
food catered and displayed
beautifully on tiered platters.
Many
Oxford
natives
have transitioned into using
tailgating companies to set up
their tent for game day. J & J
Tailgating has been setting up
tents since 1993. Joe Varner
started J & J Tailgating with
his brother, who at the time
was working for Magnolia
Rental. However, as of seven
years ago, Varner now works
as the head of public relations.
The company mainly focuses
on tent, table and chair set
up and on request, TVs and
chandeliers. Not only does
Varner set up tents, but
Saturday after the game he
takes the tents down.
“You take down your
tables, your chairs and you
clean up. There is a lot of
trash. You’ve got garbage
cans, you got garbage bags,
pick all your garbage up,
then take everything down
and put it back in your truck,
and you’re ready for the next
game,” Varner said.
He recalled a story about
his seventh customer, none
other than Archie Manning.

HG BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Fraternity brothers race to claim their tailgaiting spots in the Grove on Friday, Sept. 10 before Ole Miss’s
first home game against Austin Peay on Saturday, Sept. 11.
Although J & J Tailgating is a
smaller company, it does not
strike out on the community.
The tent that Varner was
working on during the
interview was a family who
has worked with J & J for
several years. Varner also has
an article about him on USA
Today.
Elite Tailgating is a larger
company that sells packages
ranging from a basic package
consisting of a 10-by-10 tent,
table, four lawn chairs and
some reusable cups to the
Double Elite Tent package

consisting of 10-by-20 tent,
two tables, eight lawn chairs,
a TV and lights to loyal
Ole Miss fans. McKenzie
Richardson is an employee of
Elite Tailgating. He said that
when the buzzer goes off at
7 p.m. he and the rest of his
crew run to their designated
spot and partially pop the
tents up, so they can run back
to the trailer and grab more
supplies to set up. Richardson
said it takes the team around
six or seven hours to finalize
the tents and an additional six
or seven hours to break down

the tents.
A common thread amongst
every
tailgating
setup
company is the location where
tents are set up. For some,
like the Zebra Tent, their
location is relatively the same
each week and sometimes
each year. All the vendors
said that by the first home
football weekend, spots are
determined that Friday night.
A lot of the tailgate companies
work with people who set
their tents up themselves so
everyone can have a spot on
game day.
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38899

CATHERINE JEFFERS
sports editor

ARIANNA SWENSEN
online editor

MADDY QUON
editor-in-chief

RUBY DRAAYER
assistant sports editor

CAROLINE BEACH
social media editor

JACOB MEYERS
managing editor

HG BIGGS
photo editor

ZACH SPOONER
copy chief

LONDYN LORENZ
opinion editor

VIOLET JIRA
news editor

KATE KIMBERLIN
arts and culture editor

BRITTANY KOHNE
assistant news editor

VANESSA CLARK
design editor

KELBY ZENDEJAS
assistant news editor

MICAH CRICK
visuals editor

THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
EDITORIAL staff
dmeditor@gmail.com

dmmanaging@gmail.com

thedmcopy@gmail.com

thedmnews@gmail.com

thedmnews@gmail.com

thedmnews@gmail.com

thedmsports@gmail.com

thedmsports@gmail.com

thedmphotos@gmail.com

thedmopinion@gmail.com

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

thedmdesign@gmail.com

thedmvisuals@gmail.com

thedmonlineeditor@gmail.com

thedmsocialmedia@gmail.com
When it is decided that The Daily
Mississippian will take an editorial stance
on an issue, the following positions will
make decisions as the Editorial Board:
editor-in-chief, managing editor, copy
chief, sports editor and opinion editor.

S. Gale denley
student media center
PATRICIA THOMPSON

FOLLOW US

Assistant Dean/Student Media

DENNIS MOORE

Editorial Director/Student
Media

ROY FROSTENSON

THE DM INSTAGRAM

CONNER PLATT
Advertising Sales Manager
dmads@olemiss.edu

THE DM NEWS TWITTER

SALES ACCOUNT
EXECUTIVES

THE DM SPORTS TWITTER

Assistant Director/Advertising

Beau Broussard
Adrienne Fleming
Morgan Green
Jaylin Jones
Brenna Labyak
Lyndsey Neal
Hailey Pompeo

@thedailymississippian
@thedm_news

@thedm_sports

THE DM DESIGN TWITTER
@thedm_visuals

PAGE 4 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 11 NOVEMBER 2021

GAME DAY SETUP

Keeping order
among the chaos

CAROLINE BEACH

thedmnews@gmail.com

Sergeant Justin Mitchell
enjoys watching the organized
chaos of the Grove unfold.
Mitchell, who has served
on the University Police
Department for eight seasons,
is among the multitude of
University Police Department
officers who ensure the safety of
the Oxford community on game
day. Officers arrive early in the
morning and typically work a
15-hour shift.
“At the end of the day we are
all exhausted and tired, our legs
are sore. We are just ready to be
off our feet,” Martin said.
He loves to see the people of
Ole Miss celebrating and having
a good time, but his main
priority is the safety of each
person on campus.
The
University
Police
Department begins their game
day preparation on Friday
morning, taking measures
to ensure order among the
chaos of Saturdays in Oxford.
Barricades are set up before 6
a.m. to be used later that day for
Grove-detailing.
Once barricades are placed,
officers begin to limit traffic at

certain times on Grove Loop
and down on University Avenue
to the Circle. Tent vendors are
allowed to pull up alongside the
Grove and unload what they
can before the Grove is cleared
out at 6:30 p.m. At that time,
security officers stand post
around the Grove, ensuring
that no one enters, until 7 p.m.
when the tent run begins. After
the tent run is over and vendors
finish setting up, Grove detail
is finished with their pregame
duties. Patrol takes over Friday
night until the game begins the
following morning.
Security staff arrives early
in the morning for their shift
and reports to the Tad Smith
Coliseum for their morning
brief meeting. In this meeting,
the members of staff are given
a pep talk by individuals like
Neal Mead, Associate Athletic
Director for Event Management.
Shortly after, they are given
their assignments for the day
and sent out. Neal works with
two security companies: one
with over 300+ crew members
and the other with 65.
Once game day arrives,
security officers arrange a threetier system for game day. A
portion of officers are allocated
to group detail — they are

responsible for ensuring order
in the Grove — while some
follow the team down the Walk
of Champions or are delegated a
post at the stadium.
“It is kind of like three
different
components,”
Lieutenant Paul Sheppard,
ground supervisor of D shift
said. “There is the Grove detail,
there are traffic posts and then
there are interior football
posts.”
There are four lieutenants
that rotate the position of
growth command officer and
each officer positioned in the
stadium has a section.
Tim Smith, a member of
HG BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
game day security since 1995,
arrives at the stadium at 7 a.m. Sergeant Justin Mitchell sets up barriers along the Walk of Champions
for the beginning of his game day early on the morning of Oct. 8.
shift. Donald Whorton, a recent
hire of the university walks into
Hume for his shift at 8 a.m. when Eli played. I met his mom, police officers stay behind to
Smith and Whorton both work his dad, his grandmother. I bring as much order as possible
security detail on home game tailgated with them and we to the mass exodus of fans.
Another game day is over and
days, focusing on traffic and talked.”
Smith
and
Whorton’s
duties
their duties have been carried
game day control wherever they
as
safety
providers
end
after
all
out.
are posted. While Whorton has
the
fans
are
cleared
out
of
both
“You are important to our
little memory to speak of after
working as security personnel the Grove and the stadium. This operations,” Mead said as
for a short few months, Smith process usually takes a couple the staff members prepared
to depart the morning of the
has an accumulation of stories hours after the game ends.
As
the
excitement
of
game
Arkansas game. “I could not do
from his years of work.
day
shifts
to
the
Square
and
my job if you were not doing
“I got to meet the Mannings,”
campus
clears
out,
security
and
what you’re doing.”
Smith said. “All of them back

• Former Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
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• Taught the Mississippi DUI Law and 5 different Criminal Law and Criminal
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Chairman and Chairman served for 18 years.
• A Founding Member of the National College for DUI Defense conducted at
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• Selected as one of the Top 50 DUI Attorneys in Mississippi by the National
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Satisfaction Award by the American Institute of DUI/DWI Attorneys.
• Selected as one of the Top 100 Trial Lawyers by the National Trial Lawyers
Organization.
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Mississippi
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The man, the myth, the Mead

ZACH SPOONER

thedmnews@gmail.com

Neal Mead is the man in
charge on game days — but few of
the fans who go to the Grove and
the games would even recognize
his name.
Game day set up for Mead,
associate athletic director of
event management, begins on the
Wednesday before kickoff.
“Because of our 10-minute
program, we have over 32
vendors and all of them are
bringing in equipment and setting
up the majority of the tents in the
grove…So, we just want to make
sure that they’re able to come
in and set up, unimpeded from
everything else that is happening
on campus,” Mead said. “We give
people that are here on campus,
whether they’re students or staff
and faculty, we give them time to
hopefully get off campus before
the madness starts.”
On game day, it is Mead’s
department that runs the campus
and makes sure that parking and
the rest of the campus are safe
and secure with their game day
parking plan.
“This actually gives us more
control to where we can enforce
more parking, we’re able to tow
if people are parked illegally,”
Mead said.
This authority extends its
control to around 5,000 parking
spots. These parking spot tickets
are first available to the highestlevel donors, then to lower-level
donors and if there are any left,
they will go to the general public.

One of the most important
things that give access to campus
on game day is the shuttles. These
are what allow people to have
free parking and transportation
to the Grove and stadium. Mead
said the buses start at 6 a.m.
and run until two hours after
the game. Athletics has 22 buses
running routes to both South
Oxford Campus and Northwest
Community College.
In addition, there are six
O.U.T. buses that run from the
Jackson Avenue Center to ParisYates Chapel. These are separate
because the O.U.T bus system
uses a federal grant and can only
take predetermined routes.
However, Athletics has to
pay for the other parts of the
transportation system. This
payment is actually agreed on
between a company and the
university before the season
starts. The company is given a flat
fee for all of the home games and
then provides the transportation.
When asked about the
logistics of transportation Mead
said that the logistics were not
that difficult to manage, as they
have everything planned out, but
there are still challenges.
“It becomes difficult, not
necessarily for us to manage (the
bus system logistics). But for us to
manage people’s expectations,”
Mead said. “But the thing that
we actually try to stress to them
is that we’re actually providing
this as a service, and so we don’t
charge for this. In the past we
did. One of the things that we
did a few years ago is we wanted

to make it easier for people to be
able to come into campus and
experience game day.”
Athletics also has over 20 golf
carts that help people get around
on game days. Many of these are
used to assist people that would
be unable to get to the grove or
stadium by themselves.
“If they have additional
needs, have some mobility
issues, need some assistance,
we do offer an on-campus golf
cart shuttle system,” Mead said.
“They have a set route that they
follow. However, if someone does
have a specific issue, there is a
help number that they can call
to actually get a cart to come to
that parking lot and actually pick
them up from that lot.”
Mead also mentioned that
Athletics has wheelchairs in the
stadium, so people that have
mobility issues are able to have
access to the stadium.
There are still things Mead
wants to improve. The first one
is the labeling of the parking lots.
Athletics, the University Police
Department and the Department
of Parking and Transportation all
have completely different labeling
systems. This makes it difficult to
coordinate action on game day.
Mead hopes to unify the labeling
so that it will make work between
the departments easier.
Mead said one of the other
challenges is making the Grove
Americans with Disabilities Act
compliant. This is particularly
challenging because the Grove is
not something that was built or
designed.

HG BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Neal Mead is the associate director of event management. On game
days, Mead’s department handles parking and transportation.
“The Grove is a space that was
just created over the years,” Mead
said. “It’s just it’s no different if
you went to a park…It’s going to
be tough trying to wheel across
open terrain.”
Mead said that they hope
to set up stations where people
can be picked up and dropped
off at the Grove. This can still be
difficult because the Grove has
few easy landmarks.
“None of the tents are
numbered. If you’re not at a
cross-section, it is really hard to
tell people where your tent is, so

that in itself creates challenges as
well,” Mead said.
Making sure there is access
provided to everybody who
comes to campus on game day
is one of the many challenges
that the Athletics Department
faces. Managing game day is a big
challenge that requires ensuring
the safety of everyone on campus.
“We can have 60,000 people
in the stadium and another
10 or 15,000 people that don’t
even leave the Grove, and we’re
responsible for those people,”
Mead said.

38922
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Keep your eyes
on the stadium

BRITTANY KOHNE

thedmnews@gmail.com

As eager students and
fans make their way to the
stadium from the Grove on
Saturdays, stadium workers
are finishing up their final
tasks for the game. Stadium
set up starts with painting the
field. Typically, field painting
starts on the Wednesday
before game day.
It takes multiple layers,
and
depending
on
the
weather that week it could
take longer. For mornings
games you will see workers
squeegeeing off the dew that
covered the grass. Ole Miss
football stadium is one of the
handful of fields that have
grass.

Once the dew is wiped off,
Event Operations Manager
Sarah Bonnett and Event
Manager
Intern
Justin
Conner continue to do their
remaining work before the
game starts. Their work
does not start on Saturday,
however.
Both Bonnett and Conner
attended
meetings
on
Monday to discuss the order
of events that they should
expect this week. Neal Mead,
Associate Athletic Director
for Event Management, their
boss, heads the meeting.
For the Liberty game, the
meeting topics of discussion
were the time of arrival of
Liberty, what pregame events
are taking place that week,
meeting with the ticket sales

DOES
YOUR
SCHEDULE
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Justin Conners sets up crowd control barriers on the field prior to Ole Miss’s game against Liberty on
Saturday, Nov. 6.
to see how many people will
be in the stands and looking
to see if any equipment needs
to be fixed.
“It’s a lot of logistics,”
Conner said.
As the week progresses,
the logistics become more
complicated. On Thursdays
and Fridays, signage is put
up in parking lots around
campus. The opposing team’s
equipment is delivered on
Friday as well. In addition,
Conner’s handles press passes
and long season credentials
every Friday. Vans are also
taken to the officials’ hotels
on Friday, so they are able to
drive themselves to the game
on Saturday.
The visiting team also
arrives Friday and stays in
Tupelo at a hotel. He takes the
list of names who need press
passes and prints them all out
to be distributed on game day.
The stadium employs around
200-300
working
staff
members. However, because
of COVID-19 the stadium
struggles with staff numbers,
especially in the concession
areas. Once the visiting
team arrives in Tupelo they
are then sent to the stadium
and have a tour to see where
cameras are set up and where
their locker room will be.
When Saturday finally
comes, each staff member
receives an itinerary for the
day. The schedule shows
when workers should arrive,
meetings that will be held,
when the visiting team is
expected and everything that
needs to be done before kick
off. The safety of all visiting
teams is a priority for Ole
Miss. The visiting team
receives a police escort on
game day.
“We work very closely with

UPD. There’s always a couple
of police officers around their
team bench with their head
coach. We have a plan in case
students were to storm the
field for any reason,” Bonnet
said.
In addition, Ole Miss
stadium workers maintain
a neutral party outlook to
ensure that everything runs
smoothly. In order for game
day to run smoothly, Conner
said coordination is the
key factor. Radio and text
messages connect all stadium
workers in case a problem
arises.
“There was a game where
we had an issue with fans
taking the visiting team
footballs after a field goal and
throwing them up rows until
they would throw them out of
the stadium,” Bonnett said.
“So that was a big issue. So we
had to do a lot of coordination
with our security team. Since
then, we’ve made a ton of
signage to make sure that the
visiting team’s footballs get
back on the field.”
There are many moving
parts when it comes to the
stadium set up. One of the
most integral parts, however,
is the Stadium Command.
Stadium Command is one of
two command centers that
run during football games.
The other command center
is the Emergency Operations
Center. Located on the third
floor, the Stadium Command
acts as the eyes to the
stadium. The room consists of
seven computer screens and
a wall covered in televisions.
The workers stationed at each
computer typically consist of
the Event Manager, BEST
Security, University Police
Department, and Emergency
Medical Service. Sometimes

the Oxford Fire and Highway
Patrol help in the command
center. Workers in the
command room have a drop
down bar that gives them
access to all the cameras
positioned on campus. These
cameras allow the command
crew to find problems and fix
them before they get out of
hand.
Joy Kimmons , who
receives
and
records
incoming
text
messages
during the game, also works
in the Stadium Command.
The text message system was
added to Ole Miss a few years
ago. Before text messages,
fans would call the command
center to tell the respondents
the problems that were going
on around them. Once Joy
Kimmons receives enough
information, she then reports
the problem to security and
logs the text message in the
data system. The command
center allows the game day
to run smoothly, due to the
ability to see everything that
is going on.
Starting
after
half
time,
UPD,
Oxford
Police
Department,
Mississippi
Department
of
Transportation
and
Mississippi State Highway
Patrol coordinate post game
traffic. Their goal is to ensure
all fans exit the campus safely
and efficiently, so many of
the roundabouts are one-way
until all fans are off campus.
Hill Drive, Manning Way,
Gertrude Ford and University
are some of the roundabouts
that are blocked off for oneway. Once law enforcement
has determined that campus
has cleared safely, twoway traffic patterns will be
restored.
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Munch with the concessions bunch
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CAROLINE BEACH
ZACH SPOONER
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Twenty thousand hot dogs
were sold at Vaught-Hemingway
Stadium last season.
That
number
is
very
important to Adam Martin,
general manager of Centerplate,
the company responsible for
concessions.
“It’s all a numbers game,”
Martin said. “It’s all just looking
at numbers and doing your
research and homework.”
Pre-season
preparation
begins for the Ole Miss
concessions crew in late July. The
grand total of products sold last
year is divided by seven games
to create a rough estimate of
how many concessions to preorder. The crew also looks at the
projected crowd attendance to
determine how much product
they should bring in for the new
season. And they order early to
give their vendors enough time to
find and obtain what they need.
The crew obtains the
ticket sales numbers from
the ticket office prior to each
game. This data helps them
better understand the amount
of product needed for each
individual game once preseason
orders have arrived. The crew
also keeps par sheets to track the
activity of the concession stands.
These sheets record how much

Ox ford

product is sold and how much is
wasted to help make predictions
for future games.
Martin said it’s all based on
sales history.
Once
the
preseason
preparation is completed, the
concession crew begins preparing
for individual games. The process
of game day preparation begins
on Monday. Cisco trucks deliver
products directly to the stadium,
pulling up to gate 21 on the south
side of the stadium. The product
is unloaded and distributed to the
stands.
“If we did that Saturday
morning, we wouldn’t have any
chance of getting the food up to
the stands,” Martin said. “Some of
the items that are paper products,
souvenir cups, bottled soda,
anything that’s not perishable, we
can bring in weeks prior.”
On average, the concession
crew will use 55 five-gallon bibs
of Coke to supply a football
game — some of this is a backup
product. Just for the Liberty
game, 2,240 cases of 24 water
bottles were ordered, as they
are one of the products with the
highest demand, alongside hot
dogs, Coors Lite and Miller Lite.
All of these products are
distributed via 40 concessions
stands, 10 portable concession
locations, 20 beer ports and 95
skyboxes/field suites.
These numbers rise and fall
with the popularity of each game
but remain relatively linear. SEC

games and the home opener
game draw the most attention
and, therefore, the most foot
traffic for concessions.
“Anytime we play an SEC
school is where we are going to
sell the most product,” Martin
said.
Melissa White, a new worker,
felt the impact the homecoming
game had on concession stand
popularity.
“The line at the Arkansas
game never ended,” White said.
With a line an hour and a half
long, White had to close down
her stand at the end of the third
quarter.
White arrives at the stadium
four hours prior to the start of
the game. Her responsibilities
include counting stocks at stands
and icing down drinks so they are
ready to go when the gates open.
White will serve fans until the end
of the 3rd quarter when it is time
to recount stock, clean up and
head home.
Despite these challenges and
all of the logistics involved, the
concessions department rarely
runs out of food.
Concessions normally does
not waste a lot of food because of
the calculations that they make
before the game, but when there
is excess food, it is thrown in
the garbage. This is much more
common in games where the
crowd size is much smaller than
anticipated. The most common
cause of this is the weather.

Stay
focused in
school &
beyond.

All of this food requires a staff
of about 400 people, and some
have to start work early.
“So for an 11 o’clock game, the
kitchen staff will be in between
3:30 and 4 o’clock in the morning
to start preparing for the suites
and club areas, the premium
areas of the stadium,” Martin
said, “The concession staff come
in later. They’re cooking hot dogs,
chicken tenders, french fries.
That sort of thing that doesn’t
take a whole lot of time to cook.
So they arrive about four hours
prior to kick-off.”
Ole Miss is not the only
vendor inside the stadium. Other
companies such as Chick-fil-A
sell in the stadium.
“Chick-fil-A has a sponsorship
deal with IMG, who sells all
the sponsorship for Ole Miss
Athletics, which allows them to
sell food in the stadium,” Martin
said. “We’ll provide the beverages
for them, and they provide the
staff and all their product for
it to run their locations. So it’s
basically a subcontractor deal.”
The reason that concessions
has not struggled as badly with
workers is that they started
looking for employees early,
and they work with nonprofit
organizations.
“We use a lot of nonprofit
organizations. We basically
contribute a percentage of
sales back to the nonprofit
organization,” Martin said. “But
we start recruiting our nonprofits

in May and June, and we start
recruiting employees for football
season in early July to try to get
them ready for the September
start.”
These organizations have to
have a 501C3 — a type of charitable
organization where donations
made are tax-deductible — for
concessions to be able to work
with them. The majority of the
nonprofits that concessions work
with are churches.
The involvement of nonprofit
organizations in staffing stadiums
is not a new idea. It has been
around for a long time.
“It is industry standard,
especially for these large
stadiums,” Martin said. “We’re
open seven days out of the year
for these huge events. So it’s hard
to find people who are willing to
work just seven days out of the
year consistently, which is why
this industry standard is to use
nonprofit organizations to help
fill out the concession stands.”
Although there has been a
shortage of workers, one worker
in particular has used their time
to perfect an existing recipe. Chef
Will, a worker of three years, is in
charge of making the pulled pork
for sandwiches and nachos inside
the stadium.
“So it’s not outsourced,”
Martin said. “It’s not out of a box.
It’s you know, start to finish. It’s
our product.”
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Leave it to Fan Experience
to light up the sky
BRITTANY KOHNE

thedmnews@gmail.com

When students and fans
finally make their way into the
stadium, they are greeted by
the loud music and bright lights
from the jumbotron.
Paris
Buchanan,
the
Assistant Athletic Director for
Marketing and Fan Experience,
deals with everything that
the fan can physically see.
Video
board
promotions,
bobbleheads,
game
day
presentations,
fireworks,
DJ and flyover are some of
the special effects the fan
experience manages. Buchanan
said that the special effects fans
see at the game are planned
right after the previous football
season.
“We’ll start talking about
2022 football coming up here
in about a month, which is kind
of crazy, because you have to be
that far ahead to kind of plan it
out,” said Buchanan.
There are many strategies
that the fan experience
department uses for each
football season.
“So at the end of the year,
we take a look at what kind of
the past year we look at, okay,
who’s coming back on our
team? What kind of strategy
do we want to pursue? Are
we going to have a pass heavy
offense? Are we going to have
a player that, you know, runs
the ball really well? What’s our
coaching situation look like?
How does their philosophy, you
know, fit into our marketing
strategy?” Buchanan said.
When the fan experience
department planned for this

year’s football season “Party
in the Sip” was a targeted
marketing tagline. The phrase
is meant to highlight the feeling
of being in a club. Buchanan
said that by putting a DJ in
the middle of the student
section it creates an energetic
atmosphere. Big personalities
are another thing the fan
experience department hones
in on.
“When Lane Kiffin was
hired, we immediately (were)
like ‘okay, we need to get to
work fast because this guy is
such a marketable person.’
He has a personality and a
persona that’s unlike any coach
in college football,” Buchanan
said.
As the football season
approaches, the hard work
that was put in months prior
can finally be physically seen.
Buchanan recalled his time
at the LSU game. He arrived
at the office at 9 a.m. His first
order of business starts with
making sure the game day
scripts are ready and printing
them off. He then arrived at the
stadium at 11:30 a.m. There he
did a walkthrough to make sure
everything in the stadium was
ready to go and no technical
issues would happen. Two
hours before kick off the video
boards and music are turned
on. After the game Buchanan
and the rest of his team do
a debriefing to discuss what
happened during the game and
what needs to be fixed by the
next game.
The first football game
of 2021 had a hitch that
Bunchanan said the audience
did not notice.

“The clock stopped for
about a couple of minutes. And
for us in marketing. That’s like
a death sentence. You don’t
want any type of stoppage
because it completely ruins
your entire game script and
timing,” Buchanan said.
There was a flyover for that
game and three helicopters.
“We had to figure it out.
What was crazy was that the
military officer in our press box
was having to sing the national
anthem to the pilots in the
helicopter over his walkie talkie
to make sure they flew over
just the right time,” Buchanan
said. “So people don’t see that
because they’re in the stands,
they just see the flyover and it
happens and everybody said
it was great. But for us back
behind the scenes, it was kind
of a headache, but they pulled
it off.”
Different
organizations
also participate in the stadium
experience. Buchanan said
that he works closely with Don
Trott, a professor of music and
Director of Choral Activities,
to coordinate the national
anthem.
“We like to go through
them because they can help us
identify not only, you know,
talent, but also local groups
who are really, really good,”
Buchanan said.
The
fan
experience
department also works closely
with the ROTC program.
“We have a group or we call
them our military group that
we meet with weekly, biweekly
sometimes,
but
they’re
fantastic,” Buchanan said.
In order to get the planes
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Fireworks erupt over Vaught-Hemingway stadium following Ole
Miss’s victory over Austin Peay on Sept. 11.
for flyovers, the fan experience
department goes to the Air
Force website to request planes
for home game days in the
spring. Following that request,
different Air Force bases will
volunteer for the specific dates.
Buchanan believes that
special effects such as the
national anthem and the
flyovers boost fans’ morale.
Fireworks
also
increase
the morale of fans. After
last football season, the fan
experience department decided
to spruce up the firework
display. Buchanan said a lot of
NFL teams use fireworks, so

they partnered with a group out
of Tennessee and came up with
a plan for a firework show this
football season.
“We got a really dynamic
offense with coach Kiffin
and Matt Corral. We want
to shoot them off after every
touchdown,” Buchanan said.
In addition to fireworks
after every touchdown, the fan
experience department also
created a dramatic entrance
for the team. In order to make
all the displays run smoothly,
planning starts after football
season and plans get ironed out
in the spring and summer.

Trash cans to tailgate: pregame timeline
Grounds crews begin placing trash
cans in the Grove and around the
Circle in the early hours of Friday
mornings before Saturday home
football games.

Satur

Friday, 3:30 a.m.
Volunteers begin setting up
recycling bags as the sun rises
over the Grove around 8 a.m.

Friday, 7 p.m.

At 7 p.m. on Friday, hundreds of Ole Miss fans rush into the Grove
to claim their tailgating spots and set up tents for the following day.

THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 11 NOVEMBER 2021 | PAGE 9

GAME DAY SETUP

The Grove:
Ole Miss’s crown jewel
CAROLINE BEACH

thedmnews@gmail.com

Picture this. It is an early
Friday morning. The sky is
clear, the sun is shining and a
gentle breeze rushes through
the air.
You round the corner of
Farley Hall, winded by the
steep trek across campus and
stumble upon a vast sea of
red and blue trash cans.
It is officially that time
of year again: Another Ole
Miss football season has
begun. Soon the Grove will
be unrecognizable as tents
stretch for miles packed full
of finger food and giddy fans.
Angie Smith, a loyal Rebel
fan who has been tailgating at
the University of Mississippi
for the last 20 years, stands in
the sea of over 100,000 fans.
Her husband, an alumnus
and former football player for
the Ole Miss Rebels, paces
through the tent the married
couple shares with friends
and family.
The time is 9:15 a.m. on
Saturday morning. They’ve
already been here preparing
for the game for the last
two hours. Row upon row
of finger sandwiches and
Chick-fil-A nuggets cover the
decorated tables: a rather
grand selection of snacks for
the crowd of fans that come
through their tent in a day.
“The more, the merrier
is kind of our theme,” Smith
said. “Anybody that is hungry
can stop on by. We will get
you something to eat and
drink.”
As loyal members of the
university with a daughter
who
graduated
as
an
education major, the Smith
family makes sure to come to
every home game.
Smith begins to reminisce
on her memories of the last
20 years as her husband
breaks into the large tray of

rday, 7 a.m.

Chick-Fil-A nuggets sitting in
front of the flat screen TV.
“One of my two favorite
memories was when the goal
post came down,” Smith said.
She chuckles at a distant
thought and smiles before
delving into the story of her
favorite game day memory.
“It was one of the Georgia
games,” she said. “An elderly
couple came to our tent.” The
conversation continues as she
explains it was their first visit
to Oxford, a visit sparked by
the excitement surrounding
the game.
As a true believer in the
ideals of southern hospitality,
Smith invited them into her
tent to join their tailgate.
HG BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
“They were so precious,”
Smith exclaimed. “We had Ole Miss Head Coach Lane Kiffin signs a jersey for a young fan, as the team proceeds down the Walk of
the best time with these Champions on Oct. 9 prior to Ole Miss’s game against Arkansas.
people, exchanged Christmas
cards with them for years.”
Only a few tents down
With little experience as Louis area,” Hannah said.
Grove as she contemplates
from the Smiths, the Bryant an Ole Miss fan, Bryant has
For the first couple of the plethora of memories
family sat in the comfort of little memory to speak to. years, Hannah and her family built up from the years.
their tailgating spot waiting However, he claims that his would come to the Grove
“One of my favorite
for the flood of tailgaters to favorite memory so far is and aimlessly walk around. memories is of my little
arrive.
being in the stadium as the The family loved the Ole boys,” Hannah said. “They
Michael Bryant is a new students from the student Miss atmosphere but lacked were probably in seventh and
member of the Ole Miss section chant.
a place in the Grove to call fifth grade and were dressed
community. As residents of
Across the Grove from home.
up in their little bow ties.
North Carolina, the Bryants the Bryant and Smith family,
After years of wandering They would be out there all
have never been invested Amy Hannah began game around and hopping from muddy playing football.”
in the Ole Miss football preparation for the St. Louis tent to tent, Hannah decided
She immediately delves
traditions.
tent.
to gather 13 families together into another memory, telling
With a set of twins — a boy
As a mother of five to start a tent for St. Louis the story of another day when
and a girl — exploring their children
who
have
all students. The next year there the game had been doused
freshmen year here at the attended Ole Miss and go to were 25 families, then 45 and by a horrible rain. The little
university, Michael Bryant every home game, it is hard finally, after COVID-19, the kids were playing in the mud
figured it was a good idea to to imagine just how many Hannah family now shares a and rain as all the mothers
get immersed in the Ole Miss football seasons Hannah has tent with 85 other St. Louis watched them soil their
culture.
seen come and go. Three of families.
nice clothes in a burst of
“It
is
pretty
much her daughters have graduated
Their tent, a massive excitement.
unbelievable, the Grove,” from the university, while space adorned with rows of
“I always tell people I wish
Bryant said. “We grew up her two sons are currently food and two flat screen TVs, I could go back,” Hannah
in ACC country and there is enrolled.
hosts roughly 400 to 600 said. “Just watching people
nothing like this.”
Hannah begins to recount fans every week.
embrace all of it. I do not
The Bryant family has her experience as an Ole Miss
“I have enjoyed hosting think there is anything quite
come to every home game so Rebel fan as she prepares individuals over the years,” like it.”
far this season.
a charcuterie board full of Hannah said. “We have a ton
While fans come from
“It is the best tailgate party gourmet meats and cheeses.
of fans from all over come to far and wide, one thing is
I have ever been to,” Bryant
“When my oldest daughter our tent.”
certain. There is nothing
said. “People are really nice came here, there were not a
Hannah raves about the quite like being an Ole Miss
and they have a good time.”
lot of individuals from the St. traditional atmosphere of the Rebel during football season.

As the sun rises over
Vaught-Hemingway
Stadium, fans begin
to gather in the
Grove, and game day
is officially underway.
Photos by HG Biggs.

Workers make final touch-ups several hours prior to kickoff,
including spray painting hash marks and squeegeeing dew from
the field.

Saturday, 9 a.m.
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continued from page 1
spring semester and into fall
2021, the fraternity was subject
to sanctions such as membership
review by Pi Kappa Alpha national
organization, social probation
and three mandatory anti-hazing
speakers or programs.
According to an email sent
by Assistant Vice Chancellor for
Student Affairs Brent Marsh
to UM fraternity and sorority
community
members,
this
outcome is a result of the chapter
violating hazing policy and failing
to abide by the Administrative
Agreement with the Office of
Conflict Resolution and Student
Conduct.
Currently it is unclear what, if
any, specific incident or incidents
since January resulted in the
fraternity being moved from
interim to full suspension.
“We take hazing allegations
very seriously, investigate them
fully and determine appropriate
action,” Marsh told The Daily
Mississippian. “Leadership from
both the University of Mississippi
and Pi Kappa Alpha International
Fraternity concluded that the
investigation revealed actions
concerning enough that the
chapter should be closed for a
significant period of time.”

In the Division of Student
Affairs student conduct rules and
regulations, hazing is defined
as any action taken or situation
created, regardless of the person’s
willingness
to
participate,
that causes embarrassment,
harassment, ridicule or risks
emotional and/or physical harm
to members of a group or team.
The Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity
website states that the fraternity
does not tolerate hazing and that
hazing is against the fraternity’s
standards.
The University of Mississippi
chapter of Pi Kappa Alpha made
national news in April 2021 when
it was announced that a student
and Pi Kappa Alpha member
James Bowes Higgins would
face aggravated assault charges
as a result of the bleach/cleaning
supplies hazing incident the
previous fall, which took place on
Oct. 11, according to a University Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity.
Police Department incident
report (case number 20-1329).
University police filed charges
Ole Miss parents have started a
against Higgins on Nov. 17, 2020,
petition jointly asking that the
and eventually referred him for
sanctions against the fraternity be
criminal prosecution. Higgins
lessened in severity.
was scheduled to appear before
“The severity of this incident
a grand jury in June and was
is not lost on the remaining
scheduled to stand trial this fall,
members, however fraternity
according to publicly available
life played a large (part) in
Lafayette County Circuit Court
their decision to enroll at Ole
documents.
Miss. They are now left with
Since the suspension was
a void, feeling disconnected,”
announced on Nov. 10, Pike
the petition reads. “The young
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men have already lived through
a pandemic and have suffered
losses greater than could ever
have been imagined. They have
persevered and continued on to
find a home at Ole Miss and Pi
Kappa Alpha. As parents we ask
you to let them continue.”
The petition had nearly 1,300
signatures as of Wednesday
evening.
Members of Pi Kappa Alpha

who live in the fraternity house
have until the end of finals
week to occupy the house after
which time they will have to find
accommodations elsewhere.
The Gamma Iota Chapter of
Pi Kappa Alpha and Pi Kappa
Alpha International Fraternity
were unable to be reached before
the time of publication.
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continued from page 1
“We are expecting around
200,000 people in town,”
said Kinney Ferris from Visit
Oxford.
Ferris added that all security
measures and plans will be the
same as a normal game.
It will also be a huge
weekend for the Ole Miss
football program. The show
will bring a lot of exposure and
attention towards the program,
which is having its best season

guest picker. Her time on set is
remembered as one of the more
entertaining moments of the
show’s history.
While the guest picker for
this Saturday will be announced
later on in the week, fans can
speculate who it will be until
then.
Head Coach Lane Kiffin said
in his press conference Monday
that he wanted Katy Perry to
return. “I’ve seen this script
before, this movie, where Katy
Perry shows up and Ole Miss
wins. Worked before. Let’s do it
again,” Kiffin said.

If Katy Perry doesn’t make
her own return to Oxford this
Saturday, Ole Miss has plenty
of big names to choose to
represent them.
Morgan Freeman frequently
attends Ole Miss basketball
games, Eli Manning recently
became just the third player
in team history to have his
number retired and Charlie
Day, best known for his role
of Charlie Kelly in “It’s Always
Sunny in Philadelphia” claims
to be an Ole Miss fan, has
attended games in the past,
and once started the “Are you

Ready” call before a game.
There are several other
potential candidates who Ole
Miss could pick to represent
them on the show, but one
has to think that these names
will be at the top of that list.
Regardless of who gets the
gig, Saturday is set to be a
memorable day in Oxford.
College GameDay will begin
their set-up throughout the
day on Thursday and the show
will air live from the Grove on
Saturday, Nov. 13 on ESPN
from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
CST.

Letting it loose on the Aggies

thedm sports@gmail.com

The Texas A&M Aggies are
coming to Oxford this weekend,
and this massive matchup
cannot be understated.
Ole Miss is coming off of a
win over the Liberty Flames last
weekend but is still struggling
with injuries. Things looked
promising in the first half of last
week’s game, including a huge
touchdown run by Jerrion Ealy
on the second play of the game.
The Rebels went into halftime
up 24-0, and the Rebel offense
looked to have things clicking.
The defense was almost flawless
the entire game, including nine
sacks in the game. However,
in the second half, things
started to look shaky again.
For the second game in a row,
the typically explosive and
dangerous offense scored only
three points in the second half.
Looking ahead to this week’s
game against No. 11 Texas A&M,
this is a bit concerning. The
Aggies defense has been very
dominant the last few weeks,
and are currently on a fourgame win streak, including their
marquee win over Alabama last
month.

Ole Miss is expected to be
without their top wide receivers
Jonathan Mingo, Dontario
Drummond
and
Braylon
Sanders. Offensive lineman Ben
Brown has already announced
that he will not be returning at
all this season.
In order to come away with
the win, the backup receivers
are going to need to play lights
out. John Rhys Plumlee made
the move to wide receiver at
the end of last year and had one
of his best games last weekend
against Liberty. Plumlee had
seven receptions for 110 yards.
Dannis Jackson is another wide
receiver that was able to make a
statement against the Flames,
with six receptions for 126
yards.
Texas A&M has had a lot
of problems up front on the
offensive line, and if Ole Miss
is looking to disrupt, it will be
crucial for them to capitalize
on every opportunity. Sam
Williams broke the singleseason record for Ole Miss sacks
on Saturday, and having him
upfront to create havoc on the
line can give Ole Miss the boost
that they will need on defense.
Quarterback Zach Calzada
suffered a shoulder injury

last week against Auburn, but
came back into the game. His
shoulder popped out after
trying to deliver a hit on Auburn
defensive back Smoke Monday.
He looked to be in a lot of pain,
but after the trainers popped it
back in, he returned and helped
the Aggies solidify a big SEC
West win. It is unclear whether
the sophomore quarterback will
be able to play against Ole Miss.
Running back Isaiah Spiller
will be a major threat against
this Ole Miss defense on
Saturday. Spiller is averaging
6.1 yards per carry for 873 yards
so far this season. He is not
alone and running back Devon
Achane has 706 yards on the
year, averaging 7.4 yards per
carry.
This is a marquee matchup
and probably the biggest game
to take place in Oxford since
Alabama came to town in 2014.
ESPN’s
College
GameDay
will make its second-ever
appearance in the Grove on
Saturday, and fans everywhere
are looking forward to the show.
This historic show has been
around since 1987, but hasn’t
been back in Oxford since 2014.
Every Saturday, a big game is
selected, and the show travels to

Please RECYCLE
your DM!
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Ole Miss wide receiver Braylon Sanders celebrates following a first
down against Liberty on Nov. 6.
that school to run a show from
8-11 a.m. With a huge SEC West
matchup happening in Oxford
this weekend, it was the obvious
choice. This kind of publicity

will draw massive crowds to the
Grove and Oxford this weekend.
Ole Miss and Texas A&M
kick-off on ESPN at 6:00 p.m.
CST on Saturday.

38947

RUBY DRAAYER

since College GameDay’s last
trip to Oxford.
One segment of the show,
in particular, brings a lot of
attention to the hosting school.
At the end of the show, the
analysts invite one guest to join
them in picking the winner
of all the games for that day.
The guest pickers are usually
famous or notable people who
have a connection to the host
school.
The last time Oxford
hosted College GameDay, pop
artist Katy Perry was selected
to represent Ole Miss as the

38949
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CFB Pick ‘em: Week 11
THE DM SPORTS DESK
thedm sports@gmail.com

No. 11 Texas A&M at
No. 12 Ole Miss: Caleb
Harris
Final Score Prediction:
Ole Miss 28, Texas A&M
27
This one is sure to be a
doozy. The Ole Miss receiving
core has taken a beating and
now it seems that we’re down
to our second-unit receiving
core. Ole Miss hasn’t beaten
A&M since the 2015 season
and their defense can give the
Rebels huge problems. They
are only allowing opposing
teams to score an average of
14.67 points per game.
But, their pass defense
isn’t great. They allow 314
yards per game through the
air, despite not allowing a
touchdown against Auburn
in their last win. The Rebs
defense is much improved and
is holding teams to 27 points
a game, which is miles better
than last year’s defense that
couldn’t stop a JV team from
scoring. They just came off a
season high of sacks against
Liberty, tallying nine sacks
against one of the nation’s top
quarterbacks in Malik Willis.

The offense always seems
to find a way. I expect the
Rebs take advantage of
A&M’s secondary, as our
receivers still have elite
speed, especially with John
Rhys Plumlee. The running
game could take off, but I’m
expecting around 110 yards
on the ground for us. The
race for the SEC West is still
wide open and if Ole Miss can
knock off A&M, they will be
one step closer to potentially
going back to Atlanta, but
they still need help from other
teams in order to get there.
No. 4 Oklahoma at No.
13 Baylor: Aidan Gallardo
Final Score Prediction:
Oklahoma 42, Baylor 28
This is an interesting
matchup in the Big 12 with
both teams competing for a
chance to play in the Big 12
Championship.
No. 4 Oklahoma is coming
off a much needed bye
week during a season filled
with headlines and stories,
specifically revolving around
quarterback Spencer Rattler.
Coming into the season,
Rattler was seen as the best
quarterback in college football
and the Heisman favorite.
Now, there’s rumors of him
looking to go in the transfer
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portal because their backup
quarterback, Caleb Williams,
has taken the starting job.
Oklahoma is a weird team.
What I mean by that is that
they constantly play at the
level of their opponents. For
example, a few weeks ago
they almost lost to Kansas
who’s last in the Big 12 (1-6).
Oklahoma has won by seven
points or less in six of their
nine games played this year.
Why do they play this way?
I think that it’s a little bit of
everything: offense, defense
and coaching.
No. 13 Baylor is coming off
a disappointing loss to TCU,
who recently let go of their
long-time head coach Gary
Patterson. A problem Baylor
had was the turnovers. Baylor
quarterback Gerry Bohanon
threw
two
interceptions,
one of them coming on their
final drive of the game with
1:02 left. TCU’s quarterback,
Chandler Morris, torched
Baylor’s secondary as he
threw for 461 yards and two
touchdowns. This loss came
as a surprise to everyone
due to the fact that Baylor
had looked like a dominant
team since their first loss to
Oklahoma State, beating West
Virginia, BYU and Texas.
I don’t think this game
will be close. After watching
Baylor’s loss against TCU
and how bad their defense
looked defending the pass, I
think that Williams will have
a career day.
Mississippi State at No.
16 Auburn: Ruby Draayer
Final Score Prediction:
Auburn 28, Mississippi
State 21
You know the old adage,
“I just hope both teams have
fun?” Well, in this case, I hope
it’s the opposite.
I’m sure there are a lot of
people who think that this will
be an interesting game, but
in reality, it’s not worth it to
even watch. Playing at Auburn
in Jordan-Hare is extremely
difficult, and unless you’re
Alabama or Georgia, it will be
very hard to get a win.
Bo Nix has continued to

DOMINO’S DOMINO’S
WEST & EAST - NEW
OLE MISS LOCATION!
CAMPUS OPEN NOW!
1603 WEST JACKSON AVENUE

1920 UNIVERSITY AVENUE
NEXT TO LARSONʼS CASH SAVER

be the most above-average
quarterback in the SEC, and I
don’t think that will change in
this week’s matchup. State’s
quarterback Will Rogers is
maybe more effective at short
yardage passes than I had
given him credit for, but with
a defense like Auburn, it’s not
going to matter.
Auburn easily comes away
with this one, but I think the
most interesting part about
this game is that Auburn
is no longer fighting for a
top spot in the SEC West.
State doesn’t really have a
shot at any interesting bowl
game, a playoff spot or SEC
championship this season,
so at this point, they’re just
waiting around for their Super
Bowl on Thanksgiving.
Tank Bigsby runs for 200
yards, and the Auburn Tigers
walk away with another SEC
win.
No.
1
Georgia
at
Tennessee:
Catherine
Jeffers
Final Score Prediction:
Georgia 35, Tennessee 21
As much as I love Georgia,
there is a part of me that
so badly wanted to pick
Tennessee. Don’t freak out,
I know how good Georgia’s
defense is. No one has put up
more than 13 points on the
Bulldogs, but they’re playing

at Neyland Stadium against
a Tennessee team that seems
to have finally found their
groove. A three point win at
Kentucky last week has the
Vols riding high, with Hendon
Hooker leading the offense to
38.2 points per game.
Hooker’s two interceptions
to his 21 touchdowns will
definitely be tested against
the Dawgs D, but Tennessee
will still find a way to hang up
more points on Georgia than
anyone thus far.
This game will start out
slow, similar to how Georgia
got out against Missouri last
week, finding themselves
down in the first quarter.
Tennessee will find a way
to make it interesting in the
second and third quarter,
tying it up and then pulling
ahead for a drive or two.
But in the end, Georgia will
seal this game in the fourth
quarter, not allowing the
Vols to score any points and
shutting any hope they had
down fast. While Georgia’s
offense isn’t a shining star, I
don’t see anyone beating them
with how well their defense is
playing.
I wonder how Vols fans
will react to coming close to
beating the No. 1 team in the
country. Does anyone smell
mustard?

NOW DRIVERS
HIRING

Earn $12-$18 per hour
Apply in person – 1603 W Jackson Ave
or 1920 University Ave
or online at jobs.dominos.com

662.236.3030 662.236.3844

SUN-WED 10:30 AM-2 AM
OPEN LATE! THURS-SAT
10:30 AM-3 AM
There’s Still Time to Register for Fall 2021
Intramural Sports!
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Innertube Water Polo Tournament
Registration ends 11/16 Noon

Stay Tuned for the Spring 2022
Intramural Sports Schedule

Turner Center Room 112
imsc@olemiss.edu
662.915.5573
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Men’s Basketball cruises past New Orleans
in season opener
CALEB HARRIS

thedm sports@gmail.com

The Ole Miss Men’s
Basketball team dominated
New Orleans 82-61 in the
home opener at the SJB
Pavilion on Tuesday night.
The Rebels were raining
threes as they shot 41% from
the three-point line. There
were at least four Rebels that
hit a three from downtown,
all led by junior guard Austin
Crowley. Crowley had 13
points, 11 of those in the first
half, shot for 5-6 FG, 3-4
from the three-point line,
four rebounds, four assists
and three steals. Crowley
wasn’t alone, as guards Jarkel
Joiner and Tye Fagan went a
combined 5-6 from the three
and a combined 22 points.
“I think we have really
good depth on our team.
We’re trying to figure it all
out,” head coach Kermit Davis
said. “I think we have around
eleven guys or so that we can
put in a game that are still

fighting for positions. I like
where we start with that, just
have to keep working”
Early on in the game the
fear was that it could go down
to the wire, similar to the
game against Trevecca. The
New Orleans Privateers were
able to go on multiple 6-0 runs
early in the first half, getting
ahead of the Rebels 17-11. A
few fast break situations led
by Joiner tied the game up
17-17 and soon after went on
a 20-0 run. The Rebels had
their best scoring run of 14-0
with 5:40 minutes to go in the
first half. Soon after, the game
was wide open for Ole Miss,
as they took control of the
game and never looked back.
The Rebels shot for 53% from
the field, 42% from the threepoint line and 50% from the
free throw line.
Although offense came to
life, they couldn’t have done
it without a strong defensive
effort as well. The Rebels out
rebounded the Privateers 2625, getting their hands in the

cookie jar a few times and
came away with 10 steals.
Ole Miss pressured by only
allowing New Orleans to
shoot 44.4% from the floor
and 33.3% from the threepoint line. New Orleans went
0-7 from three in the whole
second half.
“We had 33 deflections
tonight. Our goal was 31,”
Davis
said.
“I
thought
especially in the second half,
we really transitioned. I
thought we had great exciting
plays you know in the break,
guys throwing the ball up top,
guys really playing unselfish.
So I think it’s going to keep
growing. It’s going to be fun
for our fans to watch.”
The Rebs played with a
new revamped energy that
was lacking in the exhibition
game. With electric plays,
fast paced ball-movement
and 16 points off fast breaks,
the Rebels could be creating
themselves a higher ceiling
than what even they expected.
The Ole Miss Rebels will

ELIJAH DOSDA / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Ole Miss guard James White drives past a New Orleans defender
during a game on Nov. 9, 2021.
have another home game
against Charleston Southern,
Friday Nov. 12 at 6 p.m at

the SJB Pavilion on SEC
Network+.
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The “Party in the ‘Sip” when
the game is elsewhere
KATE KIMBERLIN

thedm features@gmail.com

Despite their own challenges
in the midst of the pandemic, bars
and restaurants in Oxford have
continued to open their doors on
Saturdays when the Rebels are
elsewhere.
Lamar Yard, one of the
newest businesses in town,
opened in May. Its open concept
of a “yard” is something that is
relatively new for the Oxford
38948
area, with an outdoor, AstroTurf
covered seating area, separating a
restaurant and bar space on either
end. The barbeque restaurant has
hosted watch parties for away
The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business
day in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through
games since the start of Ole Miss’s
Friday.
football season.
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definitely bringing in more of a
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family,” Patrick Ellis, one of the
owners of Lamar Yard, said.
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classiﬁeds section, visit: http://
Tres Brassell, Patrick Ellis
www.thedmonline.com/classiﬁeds.
and Nickle Smith opened the
restaurant in the height of the
CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S coronavirus pandemic, but they
said that business has been going
well since its opening.
“We’ve been really busy and
really, across all demographics. So
we’ve been really happy with it,”
$
$
Ellis said.
Ellis said that atmosphere
Apply @ jobs.dominos.com OR in person!
is the most valuable part of the
business, since there are so many
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the games.
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Brasell said that the biggest
challenge they have faced during
this football season is the national
supply chain issue and its effects
on their own products.
Ellis mentioned how happy the
three of them have been because
of the growth since May, despite
facing some challenges.
“We just want to keep going in
the direction that has been going
and to keep growing,” Ellis said.
Funkys, a bar and restaurant
on the corner of the Square, is
well-known for its watch parties.
Not only does it host parties for
away Rebel football games, but in
the past it has invited patrons to
come and watch Rebel Baseball
games, World Series games and
even NFL Sunday games.
Known for its New Orleansstyle daiquiris and pizza,
owner Lee Harris describes the
restaurant and bar as a place that
serves college students and their
families.
It’s family oriented in that all
the college kids come in and bring
their parents,” Harris said.
The bar, open since 2009,
has seen its share of challenges
since its founding but Harris said
that it comes with the job, with or
without the pandemic.
“I mean, every day has got
its own challenges. It doesn’t
necessarily have to be COVID,”
Harris said.
In terms of challenges, Harris
said that the restaurant business
brings new ones every day, but

that comes with being a business
owner, even in the wake of the
pandemic.
“I think every day you open
your doors as a challenge. What
can you do to separate yourself
from the rest? What can you do to
make yourself better so you stick
out to your customers?” Harris
said.
However,
Funkys
has
recently reopened its doors after
a renovation to its lobby. The bar
has been closed since September
but reopened mid-October.
“We knocked out that wall and
basically made the bar two and a
half times the size it was,” Harris
said.
When being asked about what
keeps customers coming back
for the business’s watch parties,
Harris said convenience above all
else.
“It’s just convenient, being
able to sit there and watch. We’ve
got 16 TVs in the bowl, you’re able
to sit there and enjoy yourself,”
Harris said.
Funky’s will continue to invite
patrons in with their hand drawn
sidewalk signs detailing their
latest watch party. Harris says
that the key to a solid business on
the Square is creating something
customers will want to come back
to.
“You just got to create a good
name for yourself,” Harris said.
“You have to be on top of it and
make sure that you offer the
customer something they’re going
to remember.”

SUDOKU©
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Complete the grid so
that every row, column
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Crossword puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com (www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission.
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OPINION
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Human connection trumps opposing views
On Nov. 2, 2021, members
of the University of Mississippi
family came together to protest
the recent requirement of all
UM faculty and staff to be
vaccinated against COVID-19.
I took some time to interact
with one of the protesters after
she finished marching. She was
an older woman and incredibly
kind. She expressed to me her
discontent with IHL’s decision,
and how she believed vaccine
mandates were impeding our
freedom and right to choose.
She wanted to be a voice to the
employees and student workers
that would be impacted by
vaccine mandates. We even
took a picture together in
front of her sign that read:
“Mandatory vaccines? A pill we
cannot swallow.”
I did not tell her that I
support vaccine mandates, but
that interaction was important
nonetheless. It is important to

remember that with any form
of civil discourse, we are still
interacting with human beings.
At first, I was frustrated with
them for not understanding. I
wanted them to know that the
COVID-19 vaccine was safe and
that it is now the only viable
option to end the pandemic,
but being able to put a face and
a personality to an ideology
changed my perspective on the
protesters.
The veil of anonymity that
online forms and social media
pages create can do so much
harm. It makes it much easier
to ridicule a person instead of
their ideas. Online debates can
become incredibly heated over
contentious topics, but people
are not their political parties
and affiliations.
Technology
companies
understand the content that
people
enjoy
consuming.
Google is open about the fact

that they curate ads based
on their users’ interests.
Google will estimate financial
status, race, age and interests
based on search histories and
curate our feeds to match our
interests and guide us to finding
online communities. Finding
community is important, but
it can very easily turn into an
echo chamber. If we don’t live
interacting with others who
think differently from us, we
have so much to lose.
I encourage everyone to
step outside of their comfort
zones and interact with people
that they normally would not
interact with. Do not go into
these interactions wanting an
argument or certain response.
Just hear people out.
Coming to UM, I have found
it very easy to come into contact
with people who have very
different political beliefs from
my own, with many classes and

organizations making these
interactions easier to come by.
Some of the most fulfilling
interactions I have had are with
people who are on the exact
opposite end of the political
spectrum from me. If we can
respect each other as humans
first, the disagreements that we
may have on policy can fall on
the back burner.
This is not to say that political
disagreements
shouldn’t
happen or that people should
not be told when they believe
in harmful ideologies. Harmful

beliefs and behaviors must
be corrected. Disagreements
over non-human rights issues,
however, are a natural part of
living in a country that allows
for free speech. We cannot
allow disagreements to take
away from our ability to build
relationships.
Janelle Minor is a freshman
public policy leadership major
from Oxford.

Opinion Policies:
Columns do not represent the views of The University of
Mississippi or The Daily Mississippian. The Daily Mississippian
welcomes letters to the editor, which should be emailed to
dmletters@olemiss.edu. Letters should be no longer than 300
words. They may be edited for clarity, brevity and libel. Thirdparty letters and those with pseudonyms or no name will not be
published. Letters are limited to one per individual per month.
Letters should include contact information, including relationship
to the university, if applicable.
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NEW L CATION
SAME GREAT TEAM
As part of an ongoing investment in the community of Oxford, we’re excited to announce
the opening of our newly built banking center. It offers added conveniences such as drive-thru
banking and a 24/7 ATM to complement the personalized service from our experienced team.
Every great relationship has an Origin story. Stop by and start yours today.
1713 University Avenue | Oxford, MS 38655 | 662.513.2380

MEMBER FDIC

www.Origin.bank
38920

